THE FORT LEE FILM COMMISSION * NELSON E. PAGE * ALOIS DETTLAFF
AND THE HUDSON RIVER ARTS COUNCIL PRESENT:

Cliffhanger 2003

A SALUTE TO FILM PRESERVATION
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 90 YEARS, EDISON'S 'LOST" 1910 FILM CLASSIC

"FRANKENSTEIN"

ALSO THE NJ. PREMIER OF THE
NEWLY RESTORED 1927 CLASSIC FILM

"METROPOLIS

SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW

THURSDAY, APRIL 24TH

7:00 P.M. AT THE GALAXY THEATRE
7000 BOULEVARD EAST * GUTTENBERG, N.J.

FOR A GALA FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT
THE FORT LEE FILM COMMISSION.

TICKETS ARE $25.00 AND INCLUDE REFRESHMENTS.
ORGANIST, FORT LEE'S OWN JEFF BARKER WILL
ACCOMPANY THE FILMS ON THE ORGAN. THERE WILL
BE EXHIBITS OF FILM MEMORARBILIA FROM THE
COLLECTIONS OF THE FORT LEE FILM COMMISSION,
ALOIS DETTLAFF, AND NELSON E. PAGE.

EEEREER
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: S

SEE THE FORT LEE FILM COMMISSION WEBSITE AT e e B TR
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The History of the Landmark Loew's Jersey Theatre, Journal Square, Jersey City, NJ

Once upon a time. the great film studios of Hollywood built
theatres the likes of which no one had seen before. They had bronze
ts, rich red tapestries, marble columns that
ceilings covered in gold leal. And they were huge, with
sands of seats

In truth, the buildings seemed more like palaces than theatres.
Not surprisingly, they came to be known as Movie Palaces.

In spite of their name, Movie Palaces were equipped with full stages
and dressing rooms as well as projectors hecause in that long ago time
the then-new movies were presented as part of a double bill with live
stage shows. And almost all Movie Palaces included a massive
pipe-organ. Though originally intended to add sound to silent film.
organ concerts, including audience singalongs, hecame part of the
regular programming of most Movie Palaces

The reason Hollywood studios built the Movie Palaces was an idea

that was as bold as it was simple: that a theatre should be so spectacular
as to become essentially an opening act for the show itsell, and

As scores of Palaces were destroyed in the 1960s and"70s, a handful
of enlightened cities saved their Palaces and discovered that once
restored, these magnificent old theatres make wonderful centers for arts
and entertainment. The generation that grew up watching TV
rediscovered the Movie Palace’s unique showmanship. Still, the
preserved theatres were the exception, as many more Palaces continued
to fall to the wrecker’s ball

The Loew's Jersey actually stayed open as a first run movie house
‘much later than most of the Palaces. And remarkably, it also survived in
better condition than most, with its ornate walls and finishes left largely
intact. But in August, 1986, time seemingly ran out for the Loew’s: it
closed with an instaliment of “Friday the 13th"having been sold to a
developer and scheduled for demolition in the Spring of 1987,

By reputation, Jersey City did not seem like a place where a grass
roots battle to save a landmark could be waged and won, But a
determined group of residents set out o save the Loew’ Jersey.

It turned out to be a 6 year crusade. In that time, the initial band of

that together Movie Palace and act would create an unforgettable
entertainment experience

This idea, in twrn. was port of something we call “the art of
American entertainment ™~ the mix of artistry and showmanship which,
in the first decades of the 20th century, melded the performing arts
traditions of all the peaples who came to this country into a force so
compelling that it not only entertained us but also defined the American
Experience to ourselves and to the world.

So it was that spectacular Movie Palaces were built across the
country during the 1920s. And the public flocked to them,

The elaborate designs of the Movie Palaces were based on European
apera houses and palaces. But unlike their Od World antecedents
the Movie Palaces were not built for a privileged elite, but for everyone.
k sat side by side in the Palaces, and were
equally entertained. In this. the Movie Palace was a unigue expression of
American democracy.

New Jersey gol ils grandest Movie Palace on September 28, 1929
when the Loew's Jersey opened its brass doors on Journal Square, Jersey
City. Called “the most lovish temple of entertainment in New Jersey.”
Loew's was exactly that. For residents of Hudson, Bergen and Essex
nties and beyond, 4 show at the Loew’s was the definition of a great
out on the town,

Acts from Manhattan’s Capitol Theatre regularly toured the Loew’s
Jersey. Most of the stars of the 1930strod the boards”at the Loews, in
addition to appearing on the Theatre’s silver screen. And one of the
greatest stars of the century was “born”at the Loew’ ane evening in
1933, when 4 teenager from nearby Hoboken watched Bing Crosby
perform live on our stage and was inspired to believe he too could bea
star. His name was Frank Sinatra.

In the Great Depression, the Loew’s and all the Movie Palaces were
magical oases from the bleakness of hard times. During World War I1,
they were the gathering places where Americans bolstered their resolve
1o carry on lo viclory.

the public& love affair with the Mavie Palaces was strained by the
advent of television. To many people, the grand theatres seemed old

d when compared to the new magic of the electronic marvel in
iving rooms. Making matters worse. many people began to move
y from 10 the suburbs where new and very plainer theatres

As early as the 1950, the great Movie Palaces began to close
and be torn down.

pr sts grew inlo called Friends of the Loew’s.
Thousands of people signed our petition asking that the Loew’s be
preserved. The Jersey City Economic Development Corporation joined
the struggle. A series of City Council votes ed our efforts. Finally,
Friends of the Loew’s propased that Jersey City buy the Theatre, and on
April 5, 1993 the City took title.

Now, Friends of the Loew’, working, in partnership with JCEDC
and the city, is leading the restoration of the Loew's s a non-profit arts
and entertainment center that will attract audiences from throughout
the region while improving both the economy and quality of life in
Journal Square and all Hudson County,

A capital campaign has raised over $3 million in public and private
funds, including major support from the City of Jersey City, the
New Jersey Historic Trust and the New Jersey Urban Enterprise
Zone Authority.

In addition to repairs made by contractors, a unique aspect of the
Loew's restoration is the critical role volunteers play. To date, volunteers
have accomplished well over $1 million worth of construction repairs
and improvements,  value based on estimated costs af specific work
items that were identified in architectural surveys of the Loew. This
volunteerism demonstrates the deep community support that the Loew's
enjoys while allowing Friends of the Loew's 1o stretch the value of
donations as far as passible.

When the Theatre resumes full operation, it will be as a not-for-profit
arts and entertainment center presenting a broad spectrum of
programming. including: Jazz and Swing Concerts, Rock and R & B
Concerts, Folk and Country Concerts, Symphony, Opera & Dance,
Musicals and Dramatic Plays, Multi-Cultural Programs, Children's
Programs & Materials, Classical & Independent Film® and more.

* Film is of course an art form in itself, but it is also a “gateway
experience”~ the medium through which many people, especially young
people, are most comfortable when exploring the various performing
arts for the first time.

This variety in programming, together with the Movie Palace heritage
of the Art of America Entertainment, makes the Loew’ an arts center
that is uniquely able to break down the preconceived divisions between
“art™ and “entertainment,” “classical” and “popular” and between
different performance disciplines - divisions which prevent many
peaple, especially young peaple, from thoroughly exploring and
enjoying the performing arts.

To find out more about Friends of the Loew’s, or to volunteer, come in on a weckend, or call 201-798-6055.
Visit our website, www.loewsjersey.org
To contribute, make checks payable to: Friends of the Loew’s Inc., PO Box 3779, Jersey City, NJ 07303

Friends of the Loew’s in partnership with
The Fort Lee Film Commission/2003 Cliffhanger Present

THE MaNY FACES OF FRANKENSTEIN

Triple-Feature-Plus
Film Programs

Friends of
The Loew's

Featuring
The Official Public
Re-Premiere of

Thomas Hisﬁn’s 1510
. lsl"Fr;I;llenstein

April 26th & April 27th, 2003

Co-sponsored by The City of Jersey City, Mayor Glenn D, Cunningham and
the Municipal Council and The Jersey City Economic Development Corporation




“Friend. Good.”

‘Where would we be without friends?

For one thing, we wouldn't have the Landmark Loew’s Jersey Theatre were it not for the dedication of the
Friends of The Loew’s who fought to preserve, restore and resurrect this historic building. Furthermore, without
friends of Friends of The Loew’s (our sponsors, patrons, archivists, partners in film preservation, elc.), programs
such us this Frankenstein Festival would not be possible. Friends make the impossible possible.

Until recently, film historians thought it impossible to locate a surviving print of Thomas Edison’s
Frankenstein, This 14-minute, landmark 1910 film, considered to be the progenitor of the horror genre and a
forerunner in the field of special effects, also holds the distinction of being the first celluloid incarnation of
author Mary Shelley's Frankenstein monster. Although photographic evidence of the film’ existence was
discovered in the Edison Archives in West Orange, New Jersey, no actual print of the film could be found. By
1980, The American Film Institute had declared Edison’s Frankenstein to be one of the top ten most“culturally
and historically significant lost films.”

Enter friend, Mr. Alois Dettlaff of Wisconsin. When Mr. DettlafT learned of the AF1 list, he let it be known
that Edison’s Frankenstein was indeed very much“alive”and well preserved in his private collection. DettlafT had
acquired the Frankenstein print upon the death of his wife’s grandmother who had herself collected prints during
her years as a film distributor. Because of copyright concerns, Dettlall” had turned down numerous requests to
screen the film publically. Now that Mr. Dettlaff has decided to release the film on DVD, he has agreed to allow
the official public re-premiere of this landmark film appropriately at the Landmiark Loew’s Jersey.

We owe our deepest gratitude to Alois Dettlaff, who has generously shared Thomas Edison’s vision of
Frankenstein with us. A “friend” such as Mr. DettlafT is indeed “good,” as the Frankenstein monster might say.

Dear Patrons...Please be advised that the taking of st_iffphmus ‘or motion pictures, video or digital duplication, or any other
means of reproduction and/or recording of any of the films, or portions thereof, presented at the Landmark Loew’s Jersey
is strictly forbidden. Anyone who violates this profibition will have to surrender any and all such duplicated images to

the Theatre and will be asked to leave the premises. We thank you for your cooperation.

Our thanks to the following individuals and org for providing assistance and archival materials for this
weekend's program: Pete Apruzzese, Brian Bavosa, Ray Faiola, Jeff Joseph, Joe Villanella, Frederick C. Wiebel, Jr. and
The Edison National Historic Site — Maryanne Gerbauckas, Director. Special thanks to Thomas Meyer, Louis
Azzollini and The Fort Lee Film Commission for their expertise and support. Archival Frankenstein trailers courtesy
of SabuCat Productions; “Third Dimensional Murder"3-D short courtesy of 3 -D Archive.

Bernieﬂndermn ‘has graciously provided piano pani to the ing of Edison’s Frank i
Mr. Anderson gained his undergraduate degree in musie composition from Montclair State University (NJ),
and earned his MFA at NYU, where he completed and workshopped a full-scale musical, * The Washingron Buzz”

His credits include orchestration assistant on* Big,” “King David,** The Radio City Music Hall Christmas
Spectacular.”* Fosse”and “ Seussical the Musical”; and orchestration of Theatrefest’s* Triplets.”

Bernie has studied under Danny Troob, orchestrator for Disney films* Beauty and The Beast™and "Aladdin”;
and with the late Lee Erwin, famous for having scored and performed original scores for silent films with theatre
pipe organ accompaniment. Bernie has since seored and performed many silent film scores on organ throughout
the tristate area. In 2001, Mr. Anderson was the premiere organist for the NJ edition of the American Movie
Classics Film Preservation Tour where he performed his original scores to several titles.

Mr. Anderson collaborated with Tony Award winner, William Finn, on two new songs commissioned by
The New Yorker Magazine for their 75th anniversary festival in May of 2000. Bernie Anderson is the recipient of
the ASCAP Frederick Loewe Award.

Coming Soon To The Loew’s Jersey!
The 2nd Annual
Sci1-F1 F1Lm FESTIVAL
Fri. & Sat. May 30 & 31, 2003

H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds (1953) & Invaders From Mars (1953)
Additional titles to be announced. * Titles subject to change.
Watch the marquee, call the theatre or check our website www.loewsjersey.org updated information.

Friends of the Loew’s Board of Trustees

Officers:

President: Patricia Giordan

Chairman: Allan Roy Bardack, Bardack Realty, President

Treasurer: George Riddle, Museum of Television & Radio, Accountant
Recording Secretary: Susan Solan, Dow Jones News Wire

Trustees:

Sandra Cunningham

Benjamin J. Dineen, VB Fleet Bank not for profit Institutions Group
Robert Eberenz, RWE Engineering, President; Academy Of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences, Board of Trustees

Colin Egan, Loews Project Manager, JCEDC

John Faherty, Stage Operations Management, Audio Technician

Bob Furmanek, Film Restoration, Archivist, Producer, Writer

Steve Lipski, Jersey City Ward C Councilman

Pat O'Melia, Host, “Jersey City’s Talking,” 1430 AM

Ernest A. Napolitano, Computer Consultant, Photographer

Paul O’Neill, Screenwriter, Director, Producer, Trans Siberian Orchestra
Charles Stanton, Manhattan Home Networks, President

Corporation Council: Harmon Lookhoff

Honorary Board Member: Geoffery Buff

Friends of the Loew’s Board of Trustees would like to thank the Friends of the
Loew’s Volunteer Crew. These dedicated individuals contribute their talent and
services to maintain the Loew’s, and assist in its restoration and operation.

Bob Balfour Alena Lapcik Evelyn P. Poliseno
Bruno Berton Daniel Lugo Danielle Riddle
Jim Ciriello Jason Lugo Mitali Sen

Pete Cullen Brian Maher Carol Sicinski
Mark Dalzell Narita Maraj Toni Slawinski

Patrick Diaz Bruce Robert Martin Lois Smith
Debra Faherty Noreen Napolitano Renee Tirella
Robert Gualtieri Erik-Anders Nilsson Joe Villanella
Joy Jaworowski Tom Noonan Christine Ward
Will Koetter Claudia Ocello Myron Weiskopf
Frank Wescott

Members of the Garden State Theater Organ Society

Booth/Stage Technical Crew:
Bernie Anderson (35 mm projection)
Bob Eberenz (Chief Technician)
Mitchell Dvoskin (35mm projection)

John Faherty (Operations)
Ray Faiola (16 mm projection)
Steve Levy (Film Technician)

Director of Film Programming: Bob Furmanek



